
Key 
Vocabulary

Definition

location A place or position.

run – off Anything that drains away, such as 
excess rainwater that is not absorbed 
by the earth.

saturated To fill or soak completely.

natural
disaster

A disaster, such as an earthquake, 
flood, or volcanic eruption, that is 
caused by natural rather than human 
forces.

derelict Abandoned.

borough A town that governs itself.

census An official count of the people who 
live in a country or other area. A 
census is also used to collect 
information about these people, such 
as their job and age. 

demographic The study of human populations in 
areas linking to their age and sex.

orbit The curved path in which a planet, 
satellite, or spacecraft moves in a 
circle around another body.

trend The latest style.

density How close things are together. 

irrigation The supplying of water to land by man-
made means.

deforestatio
n

The act or process of cutting down the 
trees of a forest.

fieldwork Scientific research, exploration, or 
observation conducted in the field 
rather than the laboratory or 
classroom.

correlation Aa relationship between two or more 
things.

How and why is my local area changing?

Facts and information:
 After World War 1 a German 

submarine washed up on 
Hasting beach.

 The population of Hastings 
was 65,528 in 1901. This has 
risen to 92,855 in 2018.

 Local areas change for a 
number of reasons –
technology, trade, migration, 
jobs.

 Both World Wars affected 
local areas and change some 
them beyond recognition. 
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What will I be able to do?:
- Describe and give reasons for 

why environments change
- Explain how natural events and 

human activities can cause 
environmental changes

- Explain why some of these 
changes are deliberate to 
improve quality of life

- Describe how the local area of 
Hastings has changed over a long 
period of time

- Describe how the quality of 
Hastings has changed over time 
and explain why

- Explain how geographers use 
satellites and satellite images to 
monitor and explore environment 
changes around the world. 


